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responsibility of the county. However, there are about three
points that need to be made, . Thestatute is silent, it is
silent on the issue of responsibility for costs incurred for
treatment of a defendant after the commitment. tpestatutes ay
that the cost of the commtnment and eval uati on nust be paid fsor
by the county. It is silent on the ¢ost of the
conmi tment...cost of the treatnment after commitment. Nowhere
does the statute say anything. Point two, the |egislative
history of Section 29-1823 is silent on the issue of et her or

not after the commitnent is made who should pay for it. The
statute is silent and th~ legislative history of that statute is
silent. ~ And the third basic major point is the issue is not
di scussed in any reported Nebraska opinion ;4 this date. I
would l'ike topoint out that the AttorneyGeneral has 4 gecent
argunment that Nebraska Revised Statute 29-1004 makes ¢ ch costs
a county responsibility. Therefore, a good position that |
think the Legislature can take is this bill sinply clarifies
what is silent. What this bill does, in essence, ppppers of the
body, is it goes into thestatute in a section that says, you
know,_that the treatment of. . .the evaluation and the cost of
commitment  will be made...borne by the county, that section
that...the section is totally silent on who pays and pears the
burden after that commitment, where this bill will clarify that.
This bill will say, if commitment occurs,ihen the cost of th
treatment at that particular point will be borne by the étate ofe
Nebraska. If, in fact, the person in question is then released

from that comm tment and it goes back to the trial process,
t hen, obviously, that cost gagain, by «clarification of the

statute, would be borne by the counties. Okay, part of the
problemthat the counties are having, and | wi#l be ite
honest, | like to be up front on all issues, part of the prgm em
is that it's totally inpossible for many.  for nost, and | woul d

say almost all of rural counties to budget for such an itemgq
this. How do you budget for someone that's going ¢4 comit a
crime, that will be deemed nmentally inconmpetent, gndwill have a
40, 60, $100,000 bill? How do you budget for that? |n most

counties, that doesn't occur, but when it does occur it total ly
annihil ates the pudget. Stati stics that | handed out to the
body show the tremendous variations gnd costs if you take it
even st atewi de. They go from 34 percent increase one year to g4
6 percent increase to a minus .4 percent to a 13. The changes
are nowhere possible to be planned for. ang at the counties and
municipal ities and the areas where you're at pmaxi mum | evy or

close to because of railroad...the diffi culty we have on
railroad lawsuits and everything else, this is something that
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